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Key Recommendations 
  

• FCA fully supports FCTC Article 5.3 and its guidelines and believes that Party 
delegations should not include individuals having affiliations with the tobacco 
industry or any entity advancing its interests. This practice weakens the COP’s ability 
to effectively make decisions to advance the implementation of the FCTC.  

• At COP8 Parties should endorse the Secretariat’s proposed measures to enhance the 
transparency of COP sessions, including the declaration of interest forms included in 
Annex 1 of FCTC/COP/8/15. 

• Starting at COP9, FCA encourages all Parties to complete, on a voluntary basis, 
declarations that their delegations do not include individuals who are affiliated with 
the tobacco industry. 

• The Convention Secretariat should provide a list of Parties who have submitted 
these declarations in its decision on Credentials. 

• FCA also supports the inclusion of standard sentences in letters of invitation to the 
FCTC COP and subsidiary body meetings reminding Parties of their obligation under 
FCTC Article 5.3. 

 
 
 

Why this is important  
  
Because there is a fundamental and irreconcilable conflict between the interests of the industry and 
the interests of public health, any influence of the tobacco industry on the process of implementing 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) can compromise the impact of the treaty, costing 
lives and compromising economic development. In recent FCTC Conferences of the Parties (COPs), 
delegates influenced by the tobacco industry have worked in a coordinated manner to waste time 
and block consensus, directly threatening the ability of the COP to strengthen treaty 
implementation. 
 
The implementation of new procedural measures, such as government delegates’ provision of 
declarations of any affiliation with the tobacco industry,  may help to address this problem by 
increasing transparency in respect of Parties’ delegations to the COP and other FCTC-related 
meetings. 
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Background 
  
The tobacco industry has a long history of seeking to subvert the FCTC, including by undermining 
decision-making at the FCTC COP.  One way in which this happens is through the inclusion of people 
linked to the tobacco industry on governments’ delegations to the COP. This has become 
commonplace:  according to an analysis conducted by the Convention Secretariat in 2015, at least 11 
Parties have sent representatives affiliated with the tobacco industry to COP sessions1.  
 
The results of a 2017 investigation by Reuters shed more light on the industry’s activities in this 
respect.   Analysis of internal industry documents reveals how at COP6 in Moscow, Philip Morris 
worked with government delegates present at COP6 to effectively weaken decisions on tobacco and 
trade2. 
 
 

FCTC Article 5.3 and its guidelines offer clear guidance to Parties on how to act to prevent 
tobacco industry interference at COP sessions  
  
The FCTC preamble alerts Parties to efforts by the tobacco industry to undermine or subvert tobacco 
control efforts and calls on them to stay informed of activities of the tobacco industry that can 
undermine tobacco control. 
 
FCTC Article 5.3 and its guidelines set clear standards for how Parties should act to protect public 
health policymaking from the vested interests of the tobacco industry, including at sessions of the 
FCTC COP. According to recommendations 4.9 and 8.3 Parties should not allow any person employed 
by the tobacco industry or any entity working to further its interests, nor any representatives of 
State-owned tobacco industry to form part of delegations to meetings of the COP, its subsidiary 
bodies or any other bodies established pursuant to decisions of the COP. 
 
Recommendations 2.1 and 2.2 of the guidelines state that Parties should minimize interactions with 
the industry to those that are strictly necessary, and should ensure the transparency and 
accountability of those that do occur. 
 
 

Transparency at COP8 
 
At COP7, Parties discussed the possibility of implementing procedural measures, as proposed in 
document FCTC/COP/7/303, that would help to prevent industry interference in FCTC negotiations, 
while at the same time ensuring the transparency of these meetings. 
 
These measures included things like requiring that Party delegates declare any affiliation with the 
tobacco industry, and that the Convention Secretariat implement a ‘screening’ procedure to exclude 
delegates with industry ties. No consensus was reached on proposed measures at COP7, and it was 
agreed to revisit this discussion at COP8. 
 

                                                 
1
 Available at: http://www.who.int/fctc/cop/sessions/cop8/FCTC_COP_8_15.pdf 

 
2
 Kalra, A. et al. 2017. Inside Philip Morris’ campaign to subvert the global anti-smoking treaty [online]. New 

Delhi: Reuters. Available at: https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/pmi-who-fctc/  
3
 Document available at: http://www.who.int/fctc/cop/cop7/FCTC_COP_7_30_EN.pdf  
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In document FCTC/COP/8/15, the Convention Secretariat reports on its progress consulting Parties 
on how to proceed with this issue following COP7. The document suggests that when Party 
delegates submit their credentials to attend sessions of the FCTC COP, they should be invited to 
provide information about whether any members of their delegation are affiliated with the tobacco 
industry, and the extent of such affiliation. 
 
Document FCTC/COP/8/15 includes a draft ‘declaration of interest’ form that could be used for these 
purposes (Annex 1, p. 6). 
 
 

COP8 should adopt a system to support Parties’ provision of declaration of interest forms 
as a tool to increase the transparency of COP sessions.  
 
FCA fully supports FCTC Article 5.3 and its guidelines and believes that Party delegations should not 
include individuals having affiliations with the tobacco industry or any entity advancing its interests. 
While the root causes of this issue must be addressed via stronger implementation of Article 5.3 at 
the national level, Parties can help to ensure that this practice does not interfere with COP 
negotiations by encouraging delegates with tobacco industry links to be transparent about them.  
 
We recommend that at COP8 Parties endorse the Secretariat’s proposed measures to enhance the 
transparency of COP sessions, including by endorsing the use of the declaration of interest forms for 
individual Party delegates outlined in Annex 1 of FCTC/COP/8/15.  
 
During COP8, FCA also encourages Parties to complete and submit declaration of interest forms to 
the Convention Secretariat on a voluntary basis. The Convention Secretariat should also publish a list 
of those Parties who have submitted DOI forms in the COP8 decision on credentials.  
 
Finally, in line with FCTC Article 5.3 and its guidelines, FCA supports the proposal laid out in 
document FCTC/COP/8/15 to include standard sentences in letters of invitation to COP sessions and 
other related meetings, reiterating Parties’ responsibilities under the Convention in this respect. 


