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FCA BULLETIN  
Weather  out look:  ra in,  
showers  la ter ,  wi th 
dr izz ly  interva ls .  

Smokefree policies are an incredibly cost-
effective way to cut tobacco use and save 
lives. Take for example the new law 
banishing tobacco smoke for all work-
places in the UK. The independent analyst 
Morgan Stanley estimates that it will 
reduce tobacco consumption by 5%. That’s 
why we need guidelines for Article 8. 

But if you are going to it, you have got to 
do it right. That means, quite simply, 100% 
smokefree workplaces. No “ventilation” 
cop-outs, no “smoking areas”. Ireland and 
New Zealand have set that standard, and 
that’s why those countries are worthy 
facilitators of Article 8 guidelines. 

But we must ask the question: why is 
Germany putting itself forward as a partner 
in this process? Not content with trying to 
wreck EU and global policy on tobacco 
advertising, they have turned their atten-
tion to smokefree policies.  

The good news is that this tells us that 
smokefree policies are working, and that 
we are reaching a tipping point.  

The bad news is that a country which has 
consistently sought to undermine every 
single effective policy in tobacco control 
now seeks to influence the development of 
guidelines on smokefree policy. 

In March 2005, as country after country 
around the world began moving towards 
comprehensive smokefree laws, the 
German government entered into a volun-
tary pact with the Hotel and Catering 
Association to expand non-smoking areas 
in some restaurants and cafes.  

In exchange for implementing this, the 
hotel and catering industry will avoid new 
laws sought by lawmakers in the upper 
house of parliament. In the UK, five years 
of a voluntary pact yielded no public health 
benefit whatsoever. The truth is: voluntary 
measures just don’t work. 

It looks like the German delegation needs 
to brush up on the definition of ‘smokefree’. 
They should come to the evening briefing 
on the UK experience tonight, and learn 
from others’ mistakes. They need to put 
their own house in order before they earn 
their place alongside countries with effec-
tive smokefree policies.  

Fiona Godfrey, FCA  
Sinéad Jones, UICC; Deborah Arnott, FCA 

FOX  IN  THE  HENHOUSE  AGAIN  

Today’s lunchtime briefing on liability 
and tobacco litigation presents an over-
view of action by British Columbia (BC) 
to recover tobacco-related health care 

costs from the tobacco industry. 

Speakers: 

• Mr Andrew Hazlewood, Assistant 
Deputy Minister, Ministry of Health, 

BC 

• Mr Brian Etheridge, Senior Counsel, 

Ministry of Attorney General, BC 

• Mr Dan Webster, Partner in law firm 
Bull Housser & Tupper, retained by 

Government of BC 

• Professor Richard Daynard 

• Dr Pieter de Coninck, Senior Policy 
Advisor, Ministry of Health, Welfare 

and Sport 



L I T I G A T I O N  C A N  J U M P  S TA R T  T O B A C C O  
C O N T R O L  P O L I C Y  
Litigation is the step-child of the FCTC, relegated to Article 19 and frequently neglected in summaries 
of key provisions. Yet it has played a principal role in many tobacco control advances. The famous 
1998 Master Settlement Agreement, which raised cigarette prices by 20%, funded cutting-edge 
counter-advertising and dramatically reduced smoking rates especially among youth, was the result of 

litigation brought by U.S. states against the tobacco industry. 

Lawsuits filed by the European Community and some member states accusing tobacco companies of 
complicity in smuggling resulted in the settlement between the E.C. and Philip Morris International, 

the terms of which form the basis for the proposed anti-smuggling protocol.  

Successful second-hand smoke litigation in various countries softened the potential opposition of 
employer groups to smoke-free legislation. And, in the case of India, a Supreme Court decree in a 

public interest action was directly responsible for the national clean indoor air legislation. 

Litigation gets its catalytic power by working outside the normal political process. Courts attempt to 
apply general principles — fraudulent behaviour is impermissible, exposing employees to hazardous 

substances is wrong, a constitutional right to health must be enforced — to specific circumstances.  

While judicial procedures are complicated and courts are not always immune to pressure from special 
interests, they are available — in principle and often in reality — when legislative and administrative 

channels are blocked. 

A judicial conclusion that tobacco companies have misbehaved, that second-hand smoke is hazard-
ous to employees, or that allowing citizens to be exposed to second-hand smoke violates their right to 
health typically reaches beyond its direct juridical effect to serve as a wake-up call to political actors 

to deal with the injustice that has been revealed.  

Hear more on litigation in the FCTC from Prof Richard Daynard and others at today’s lunch briefing.Hear more on litigation in the FCTC from Prof Richard Daynard and others at today’s lunch briefing.Hear more on litigation in the FCTC from Prof Richard Daynard and others at today’s lunch briefing.Hear more on litigation in the FCTC from Prof Richard Daynard and others at today’s lunch briefing.    
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EXPLOTACIÓN DE TRABAJADORES 

AGRÍCOLAS EN MEXICO: LO QUE 

HAY DETRÁS DE UN CIGARRILLO 

La industria del tabaco en México funciona a 
través de la agricultura de contrato, en la que las 
principales tabacaleras, Philip Morris (PM) y 
British American 
Tobacco (BAT) 
imponen a los 
ejidatatarios sus 
normas de 
producción y sus 
políticas 

empresariales. 

En México el tabaco 
se produce en la 
llamada Costa de Oro 
de Nayarit. Durante 
la cosecha del 
tabaco, los ejidatarios productores subcontratan 
trabajadores temporales, llamados jornaleros, 
para que realicen las labores de corte y ensarte 
de las hojas de tabaco. Se trata en su mayoría de 

indígenas. 

Se estima que 1 millón de estos trabajadores 
agropecuarios son jornaleros indígenas y 
aproximadamente 450 mil son niñas y niños 
entre 6 y 14 años de edad. Duermen a la 
intemperie, comen tortillas y agua. Algunas veces 
sus padres les permiten ir a la escuela. Sus 
destinos están marcados por la pobreza, y 

perderán su niñez ensartando hojas de tabaco. 

Lo más preocupante son la explotación laboral y 
los indignantes salarios que reciben, así como los 
problemas de salud a los que están expuestos 
por el uso de plaguicidas en los tabacales. El 
estado de Nayarit ocupa el mayor índice de 

intoxicados por plaguicidas a nivel nacional. 

El rango de estos efectos adversos en la salud va 
desde el daño agudo y persistente al sistema 

nervioso central, daños a los 
pulmones, a órganos 
reproductores, disfunción de 
los sistemas inmune y 
endocrino, defectos de 

nacimiento y cáncer. 

Durante su estancia en la 
planicie costera, los 
jornaleros indígenas viven en 
las plantaciones de tabaco, 
cocinan sus alimentos al ras 
del piso. Con frecuencia, 

beben agua proveniente de canales de riego, 
arroyos y pozos contaminados e incluso usan 
envases de plaguicidas, con lo que la exposición 

ambiental a los plaguicidas aumenta. 

Solicitamos que en los siguientes trabajos de la 
COP este tema sea abordado con mayor énfasis 
para evitar más agresiones a la dignidad humana 

de los jornaleros agrícolas. 

Mayor información Patricia Díaz Romo, proyecto 

huicholesyplaguicidas@hotmail.com. 

Humberto Muñoz GrandéHumberto Muñoz GrandéHumberto Muñoz GrandéHumberto Muñoz Grandé    

Red México sin TabacoRed México sin TabacoRed México sin TabacoRed México sin Tabaco    

“We do not employ 

children in our  

operations.” 

BAT website 
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Malaysia lays out 

the  welcome mat 

for the tobacco 

industry in Asia. 

TOBACCO  INDUSTRY  MARCHES  ON  A S IA  
Is it possible to do tobacco control and tobacco industry promotion at the same time? Apparently it 
is in Malaysia, when it ratified the FCTC in September 2005 and two months later went on to host 

the TABINFO 2005 in November last year. 

Originally billed as “ETM”, the objective of the TABINFO was clear — to expand in the “Emerging 
Tobacco Markets” of Asia. TABINFO was the global tobacco industry's annual jamboree which saw 
250 exhibitors from 36 countries displaying their wares to 3,500 participants from 61 countries. It 

is described as “a big success for the Tobacco Markets in Asia”. 

For a whole year, health advocates urged the Malaysian government to fulfil its FCTC obligations 
and cancel the event. Signatures and letters to the Health Minister and Prime Minister fell on deaf 

ears. 

In the Asian region (SEAR and WPR), all countries but one have signed the FCTC and most have 
ratified it. Asian governments are committed to reducing tobacco consumption in the region. So 

why should Malaysia host such an event? 

A health official justified the need to take “a balanced per-
spective” saying that Malaysia was a “free trading nation” 
and TABINFO was a private event. He clearly hadn’t heard 
his own Ministry colleagues along the corridor spewing sta-
tistics and concern over the increasing smoking prevalence 

among Malaysia's youth. 

The industry is of course pleased with the outcome of the 
TABINFO in Malaysia — “'an international event for the to-
bacco industry in Asia”. Next stops for TABINFO ? Sao Paolo 
(November 2008) and Bangkok (November 2009) No prizes 
for guessing why the international tobacco industry keeps 

focusing on Asia and Latin America. 

Did this welcome mat for the tobacco industry have any im-
pact on Malaysia's advancement in tobacco control? It is 
hard to say for sure. All we know is the enforcement of Ma-
laysia's legislation banning the sale of single sticks and kid-
die packs, gazetted in September 2004, has been post-
poned to 2010. Also the ban on point of sale advertising (in 
the same legislation) was postponed twice before being 

enforced last year. 

In reporting on FCTC implementation would countries also report on industry and trade activities 

that advance tobacco consumption? 

Mary AssuntaMary AssuntaMary AssuntaMary Assunta    

Framework Convention AllianceFramework Convention AllianceFramework Convention AllianceFramework Convention Alliance 

Asian markets, here we come!!Asian markets, here we come!!Asian markets, here we come!!Asian markets, here we come!!    

SMOKE-FREE FOOTBALL WILL 

RETURN! 
When South Africa won the bid to host the 
2010 soccer World Cup, they already had 
legislation in place banning smoking in public 
places. The tobacco law also included a ban 

on the advertisement of tobacco products. 

According to Patricia Lambert, delegate from 
South Africa, the legislation did not deter the 
tobacco industry from trying to shoot down the 

legislation that was already in place. 

“The tobacco industry tried to lobby our 
Minister of Health to suspend the legislation 
for the period of the world cup” said Ms 

Lambert. 

As long ago as 1999 South Africa’s Health 
Minister Dr Nkozasana Zuma was quoted in 
the media as saying “They (the tobacco 

industry) are putting a lot of pressure on us 
through the media, sometimes attacking me 
personally and trying to mobilize the trade 
unions against us …but our position is that 
everybody must comply (with the anti-smoking 

laws).  

Even at that time, South Africa was well ahead 
on economic arguments, as the Minister 
explained: “We did a study on the economic 
implications of doing something or doing 
nothing about tobacco use in our country, and 
came to the conclusion that the economic 
consequences of doing nothing are much 

more dire." 

Roll on the 2010 World Cup in South Roll on the 2010 World Cup in South Roll on the 2010 World Cup in South Roll on the 2010 World Cup in South 
Africa, which will be a breath of fresh air Africa, which will be a breath of fresh air Africa, which will be a breath of fresh air Africa, which will be a breath of fresh air 

after Germany’s fumeafter Germany’s fumeafter Germany’s fumeafter Germany’s fume----fest.fest.fest.fest.    
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A tobacco epidemic is 

the last thing  

Mozambique needs. 

MOZAMBIQUE  ON  THE  TRAIL  OF  

THE  TOBACCO  INDUSTRY  
Tobacco control in Mozambique was initiated by the Mozambican Public Health Association 
(AMOSAPU) in 2001 when a workshop for media, health professionals, government officials, 
trade unions and civil society exposed tobacco’s role in numerous health, economical and 
environmental problems in the country. 

This was the beginning of a long and hard battle since it was clear that public awareness 
raising leading to the adoption of tobacco control measures in the country would not be in the 
interest of the tobacco industry. 

It was not long till the anti-tobacco movement gained momentum, strength and support from 
within the country and from the international community. The media have taken up the theme 
of tobacco and poverty. Musicians and other artists have deployed their talents to spread the 

word on tobacco, its dangers and its role in exacerbat-
ing poverty among the already poorest communities. 

The Mozambican government, confronted with the civil 
society pressure and aware of its responsibility to 
protect the health of its citizens, immediately started 
participating in the FCTC process, getting as far as 
signing it in 2003. 

Needless to say the tobacco industry, headed by the 
British American Tobacco (BAT) were not amused, and 
started to throw their economic weight around in the 
lobbying corridors. They seem to be succeeding so far, 
as the new President and Parliament are not keen on 
the idea of ratifying the FCTC. 

The battle is long and hard. AMOSAPU appeals to all to 
do whatever it takes to help Mozambique ratify the 
FCTC — a tobacco epidemic is one thing this country 
just does not need. 

Francisco V Cabo 

Mozambican Public Health Association  Where orange groves once flourished, Where orange groves once flourished, Where orange groves once flourished, Where orange groves once flourished, 
tobacco plantations are taking over in tobacco plantations are taking over in tobacco plantations are taking over in tobacco plantations are taking over in 

Mozambique’s best farmland.Mozambique’s best farmland.Mozambique’s best farmland.Mozambique’s best farmland.    

Putting faces on the figures 
As I count the many hours spent in the back row reserved for NGOs through INBs, IGWGs and 
now the capstone of all our efforts the first COP, I can’t help but think of the reason that brought 
me and so many others to Geneva: the incalculable devastation wrought by tobacco in prema-
ture death, disease, poverty and environmental damage. As a physician I am witness day in and 

day out to the pain inflicted by tobacco not only on my patients but also on their families. 

Through the miracle of the Internet I can now check on of my patients in the hospital where I 
practice while listening to the seemingly endless debate over semantics in Agenda Item 4.5: Re-

view of existing and potential sources and mechanisms of assistance. 

There is a woman in her 40’s with emphysema caused by tobacco so severe that in spite of the 
continuous administration of oxygen every step she takes and every word she speaks are a ma-
jor effort. Her only hope is a lung transplant costing over US $100,000 which she does not have. 
There is a man in his 50’s with lung cancer caused by tobacco whose life expectancy is now less 
than a year and whose family will be left without a provider and the love of a father. There also is 
a man in his 30’s who suffered an asthma attack so severe after exposure to second-hand 

smoke that he spent three weeks on a respirator suspended between life and death. 

As the hours go by I’d urge delegates to multiply these few stories a million times over to get a 
measure of human toll taken by tobacco. Implementation of the FCTC around the world will take 

some money. But the cost of inaction or delay is incalculable and morally indefensible. 

Alfred Munzer, MDAlfred Munzer, MDAlfred Munzer, MDAlfred Munzer, MD    

Framework Convention AllianceFramework Convention AllianceFramework Convention AllianceFramework Convention Alliance    



TUBERCULOSE—

BONNE  RA I SON  

POUR  TERMINER  LA  

CULTURE  DU  TABAC  

EN  AFR IQUE  
La Tuberculose est la énième bonne raison pour 
que l'Afrique cesse la culture du tabac et 

l'utilisation de ses produits. 

Parallèlement à la Conférence des Parties de la 
Convention Cadre pour la Lutte Anti Tabac, une 
rencontre eut lieu à Genève pour discuter de 

l'incidence du tabac sur la Tuberculose. 

La fumée de tabac est le facteur de risque 
évitable le plus important et fait 5 millions de 
morts par an au monde. Des questions 
importantes touchant à la santé et à l'économie 
devraient inciter les pays africains de cesser la 
culture du tabac et de taxer fortement les 

produits du tabac.  

Un argument persuasif est venu s'ajouter aux 
bonnes raisons existantes pour contrer 
l'épidémie du tabac: Les fumeurs ont quatre fois 

plus de risques de développer la tuberculose. 

La Tuberculose est étroitement associée au 
tabagisme. La fumée de tabac a été associée à 
une infection accrue par le virus Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis, qui provoque une tuberculose 
pulmonaire. La fumée de tabac diminue 
l'efficacité des traitements et augmente le taux 

de mortalité chez les tuberculeux. 

L'Union Internationale Contre la Tuberculose et 
le Maladies Respiratoires et l'Organisation 
Mondiale de la Santé ont publié un rapport 
récent sur le lien existant entre le tabac et la 

tuberculose.  

Utilisant des critères rigoureux, 49 études de 42 
documents ont été sélectionnés de 192 articles 
et mènent à la conclusion que chez les fumeurs, 
il existe une incidence réelle du tabagisme sur la 
tuberculose, par rapport aux non fumeurs. Ce 
monographe de l'OMS sera disponible cette 

année. 

La plupart des pays du sud de l'Afrique sont 
inconscients des effets du tabac sur les 
maladies du coeur, les cancers et les maladies 
respiratoires, mais la pandémie de la 
tuberculose aggravée par le sida, est un 

problème aigu. 

Les gouvernements, les fumeurs et les planteurs 
de tabac doivent être conscientisés sur ce lien 
existant entre le tabac et la tuberculose. Que 

faire? 

D'abord disséminer cette précieuse information, 
et offrir des programmes de sevrage. Une étude 
faite au Soudan démontre que les tuberculeux 
sont très réceptifs aux programmes de sevrage 
du tabac. Cet exemple pourrait servir au reste de 

la région. 
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A LUCKY "13" FOR TOBACCO CONTROL IN ROMANIA 

13 February 2006 saw the Romanian government step up the pace on health legislation by 
adopting an emergency procedure for speeding the legislative process. The good news for the 
tobacco control movement is that one chapter is dedicated to a new tax—"the health tax on to-
bacco, alcohol and civil responsibility insurance". This will be used exclusively for health sector 
spending: emergency units, health promotion activities (including tobacco control) and the reserve 

fund for emergency situations. 

The new tax will be 20 eurocents per pack of cigarettes, due to apply from 1 March 2006. 

The tobacco industry, predictably, has struck back, with newspapers full of their usual misinforma-
tion: revenues to the budget will decrease, smuggling will increase, jobs will be lost, etc. Even 
though some members of the Government and Parliament vigorously opposed any tax on tobacco 

products, the Minister—an economist—was firm:  

"The health policy that we promote must discourage tobacco and alcohol consumption which are 
now increasing, especially in young people. The Government is determined to discourage this 

consumption and the funds coming from this tax will serve the public health". 

Meanwhile, some findings from the Global Youth Tobacco Survey in Romania, 2004: 

• ETS exposure is very high—almost 9 in 10 students live in homes where others smoke in 
their presence, over 8 in 10 are exposed to smoke in public places; over half of the stu-
dents have parents who smoke 

• Almost 6 in 10 students think smoke from others is harmful to them 

• 8 in 10 students think smoking in public places should be banned. 

 

« Les fumeurs ont 

quatre fois plus de 

risques de développer 

la tuberculose. » 



Common attempts to 
compromise on 100% smoke 
free: why they are not a good 
idea. 

“Allow smoking in bars where food is not 

served.” 

Sounds reasonable? Well, what counts as 
food in a bar? Peanuts? Pizza from the 

delivery service next door?  

Try this attempt at definition from an early 

draft in England: 

"pre-packaged ambient shelf-stable 

snacks". We think that means peanuts. 

 

“Allow smoking in separate enclosed 

areas.”  

Here’s Australia’s current attempt at 
defining that space: “If a room is 75% 
enclosed, it is defined as not enclosed and 

so smoking is allowed. 

ORCHIDS  AND  ASHTRAYS  

Double dose today: 

1. To the ECECECEC for facili-
tating the elaboration 

of the protocols 

and 

2. To EnglandEnglandEnglandEngland for raising the bar on 

smokefree air guidelines. 

The ashtray goes 
to GermanyGermanyGermanyGermany for 
having no record 
on smokefree 
air, yet wanting 
to elaborate on 

guidelines for Article 8. 
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One more day to go, 

folks! 

Make it count! 

INTERPRETIVE GUIDE TO DISCUSSIONS ON COP FINANCING 

• “We should proceed progressively” = “We don't want to pay.” 

• “We should start small” = “Someone else should pay.” 

• “We need more time to study this important issue before we consider funding 

levels” = “We'll tell you at the next COP that we don't want to pay.” 

• “We will be unable to reach consensus on this item” = “We really, really don't 

want to pay.” 

• “We are troubled by the term "voluntary assessed contributions"” = “We don't 

want to pay and we don't want anyone else to either.” 

WHILE  WE ’RE  TALK ING  DEF IN IT IONS… 


